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GOOD EVENING : 
With the coming completion of 
/ 
the standard gauge line from Port 
^^>irie to Broken Hill, a number of . 
people must be wondering about our 
competitive situation in^supplying 
the markets in Western Australia as 
compared with firms iijj Sydney seeking 
also to supply those markets. 
Because the Government believes i 
it is essential for South Australian 
industry to be able to exploit the 
f^einy markets in Western Australia 
as well as the Eastern markets and 
that this will give us greater 
industrial stability in that 
fluctuations do not often occur in 
Western Australia at the same time 
as in the Eastern States, we have 
been pressing the Commonwealth 
Government to proceed with standard-
isation in the Peterborough Division 
of our railway system. 
Video 
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This standardisation, of coufrse, 
cannot be confined merely to the 
Adelaide to Port Pirle line. Indeed 
A 1 if it were, South Australia's interna 
, railway system would be presented • * 
\ • -
' . . 
. with far more problems than it now 
has, and therefore there^muct be a 
•I • 
, * • 
> . . . 
phased standardising of' substantial 
. portions of the Division to ensure ^ •; i 
adequate and rapid carriage of goods 
!i within South Australia as well as 
to the East and West on the standard 
• I # ^^gauge line. " 
The standardisation of the l 
Peterborough Division will take • 
some time to achieve and I will be • 
announcing some details about this • 
shortly. In the meantime, not all 
industrialists may be aware of a 
situation which maintains South i • - • • 
Australian advantages in supplying 
i western markets as compared with - v 
1 Sydney, even after standardisation 
between Sydney and Perth. 
i . ... 
• 
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Before standardisation, we 
"have an advantage over Sydney for . 
being 1,065 miles closer by rail to 
Perth than the Sydney firms. 
After standardisation, we will still 
have an advantage being 812 miles 
closer. 
The transit time, door to doJr, 
from Sydney to Perth at the moment 
is three days more than from 
Adelaide to Perth. After stan-
dardisation it will still/be ohe day 
more. 
These times represent the 
period between loading and unloading 
and not just runningjtimes because, 
for example, arrivalI at midday 
probably means unloading the next ! • 
day, and departure at noon could I 
probably mean loading the previous 
day. 
The one day^s advantage after 
/ • • 
standardisation would be irrespective 
of the conversion of the Adelaide-
Port Pirie line because bogie 
Video 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT, 
ADELAIDE. 
Page 4. 
TELEPHONE 28 2400 
TELEVISION SCRIPT, 
Station: Duration: 
Date: . Type: • 
\ 
Title: 
Key No: 
Audio 
exchange at Port Pirie does not 
involve a lengthy delay so that 
this is covered in the door to'door 
comparisons which I have given. J 
As to rates, these vary 
according to the density of the 
consignment and the tonnage loaded. 
However, the Sydney-Perth maximum 
and minimum rates, and the 
Adelaide-Perth maximum and minimum 
/ 
rates are set forth in the/chart. 
/ • 
. • / 
i / 
It will be seen that in the 
matter of. rates, Adelaide is in a 
j . . . 
very favorable position for supply-
jj/ • 
ing Perth, anditis not anticipated 
that despite the reduction in 
mileage between Sydney and Perth, 
i 
i 
these rates, which are competitive, 
i •' will be varied after standardisation 
So that there are real cost 
I 
benefits in establishing in South 
y' • 
Australia for industry. 
Video 
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Port Pirie and the Kalgoorlie-Perth 
standardisation projects will . i 
provide an unbroken transit between 
^ ^ Sydney and Perth, while, on the 
other hand, Adelaide loading will 
require, until.standardisation of 
Adelaide to the standard line is 
completed, a transfer at Port Pirie. 
But the bogie exchange system 
overcomes that disability in all . 
aspects except perhaps the time 
actor. But that is not a 
significant difference on a door to 
d<por basis. 
At present we are bogie' 
exchanging at Port Pirie, an average 
of 60 vehicles a day. 
While we must treat this 
standardisation project of the' 
j Peterborough Division as a matter of 
| great urgency to South Australia, . . ' . • • -- . . 
j we have nevertheless made adequate 
1 . . . j plans to maintain a competitive 
basis in the meantime, of supplying 
western markets as compared with 
i J '• . • i .... 
. 
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our business competitors in New 
i 
South Wales on the standard line. 
GOOD NIGHT. 
/ 
Video 
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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE to 
TO THE HON. THE PREMIER: 
15/1/68 MINISTE: 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
OFFICE OF 
R A I L W A Y S COMMISSIONER 
-R. J. FITCH, Commissioner 
F. E. W. MARTIN, Secretary 
PHONE: 510231 
In your reply please refer to 
POSTAL ADDRESS : 
G.P.O. Box 1825 
ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 5001 
1/B. 
1 2th January, 1.9.68. 
RAIL TRAFFIC TO PERTH. 
The HON. THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT: 
As arranged, and for .the information 
of the Hon. the Premier, I attach hereio 
a statement setting out the situation as 
it now applies for rail traffic to Perth 
and what is expected to apply after 
standardization. 
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At present Adelaide possesses substantial advantages 
over Sydney and Melbourne in the matter of rail freight to 
Perth and will still have advantages after standardization. 
These are set out hereunder :-
(a) Mileages: 
Existing After Standardization * 
Over Sydney 1,065 miles 812 miles 
" Melbourne 580 » 580 " 
* This will apply irrespective of standardization 
between Adelaide and Port Pirie. 
(b) Transit Time (door to door) : 
Existing After Standardization 
Over Sydney 3 days 1 day 
" Melbourne 1 day 1 " 
These times represent the period between loading and 
unloading, not just the running times, because, for example, 
arrival at midday probably means unloading the next day; 
similarly departure at noon could represent loading the 
previous day. 
The one day's advantage after standardization would 
be irrespective of the conversion of the Adelaide-Port Pirie 
line because bogie exchange at Port Pirie does not involve a 
lengthy delay and this would be covered by the door to door 
comparisons given above. 
(c) Rates: 
These vary according to the density of the consignment 
and the tonnage loaded. However, the table hereunder sets 
out the range of rates per ton offered to forwarding agents 
for wagon loads; the actual rate charged depends on the 
factors referred to :-
Tonnage 
loaded: 
Sydney — Perth 
rate per ton 
Melbourne - Perth 
rate per ton 
Adelaide - Perth 
rate per ton 
Max. & Min. $ . Max. $ Min. $ Max. $ Min. $ 
15 tons 67-50 
SR 
59-86 
HR 
60-78 
HR 
45-53 49-80 37-20 
20 M 64-85 49-90 48-08 40-39 39-35 32-90 
30 TT 49-90 41-10 40-39 32-76 32-90 26-43 
40 II 43-62 36-70 35-04 28-94 28-37 23-20 
It will be seen that, in the matter of rates, Adelaide 
is in a very favourable position, and it is not anticipated 
that despite the reduction in mileage between Sydney and 
Perth these rates, which are competitive, will be varied 
after standardization. 
-1-
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The completion of the Broken Hill-Port Pirie and the 
Kalgoorlie-Perth standardization projects will provide an 
unbroken transit between Sydney and Perth, while on the 
other hand Adelaide loading will require transfer pending 
Adelaide-Port Pirie conversion. However, bogie exchange 
overcomes, that disability in all aspects except perhaps 
the time factor; nevertheless it is considered that this 
would not be significant difference on a door to door basis. 
Victorian loading will still require transfer. 
We are at present bogie exchanging at Port Pirie an 
average of sixty vehicles per day. 
1/B. 
12th January, 1968. 
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